to foster the individual and collective development of nurses involved in the promotion of health care to families by providing a unique international forum of shared responsibility for the advance of family nursing. IFNA offers opportunities for leadership, socialization, and collegial exchange related to all aspects of family nursing. (Retrieved from the IFNA website: http://www. internationalfamilynursing.org) Generous financial support for the new organization was provided for the first 2 years of IFNA by the Glen Taylor Nursing Institute for Family and Society (http://ahn.mnsu.edu/nursing/institute/), and family nurses from around the world were invited to join IFNA. A list of the 62 Founding Members of IFNA can be viewed on the IFNA website: http://internationalfamilynursing.org/ 2012update/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/110215_Founding.pdf.
The exciting 11th International Family Nursing Conference held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, June 19-23, 2013, marked the first time the conference was officially organized and sponsored by IFNA. The choice of theme for the 11th International Family Nursing Conference, "Honoring the Past, Celebrating the Future," was a fitting tribute to the stalwart, courageous efforts of a community of family nurses who have gathered together somewhere in the world every 2 or 3 years for the past 25 years without a formal organization beginning with the First International Family Kasselen (Kasselen Associates is the management company for IFNA), months of intense planning and organizing by all of the family nursing leaders named above created a warm welcome to Minneapolis, Minnesota, for 430 participants from 27 countries (see Table 1 ).
The Opening Ceremonies of the 11th International Family Nursing Conference began on the evening of June 19, 2013, following the completion of six Preconference Workshops held earlier in the day. For more information, see the Final Conference Program: http://internationalfamilynursing. org/2012update/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/IFNA_11thConfBrochure_ 051113-FINAL.pdf. Flags, along with the national anthem and photos from each country, helped participants appreciate the global diversity represented at this conference. Participants were invited to stand and dance when their 30 s of national anthem was played and which introduced a spirit of patriotism, playfulness, and inclusion in the Opening Ceremonies. The Minnesota Chorale Children's Choir performed several poignant musical numbers that highlighted family themes and international connection. The IFNA Local Organizing Committee also created a very enjoyable social event on Friday evening consisting of dinner on a riverboat cruise on the Mississippi River.
Conference keynote speakers included Pauline Boss, PhD; Patricia Benner, RN, PhD, FAAN; and Pamela Hinds, PhD, and these keynote addresses were translated into Japanese. The IFNA Conference Committee accepted 216 oral papers and 212 posters and these along with the Japanese translations of the keynotes can be viewed at https://www.hightail.com/ A special thank you to each family nursing colleague who dedicated time, travel funds, and scholarly contributions to the 11th International Family Nursing Conference. IFNA membership rose to more than 400 members through your support and commitment. I urge your continued involvement in IFNA and look forward to seeing you in Brazil in 2015.
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